
BLUE RAIDERS SPORTS REPORT MAY 9 TO 13 

BY LARRY ETTER  

  The Middletown Area High School varsity baseball team put the wraps on its 
regular season last week and now awaits the seedings for the upcoming playoffs. 
Meanwhile the girls’ softball team had a slow week with just one game played in 
the same time span.  The Lady Blue Raiders had two regular-season games 
scheduled for this week and, they, too, are eying a post-season berth.   

SOFTBALL  

Middletown 10, Trinity 5 

  That single game turned out to be a big one for the Lady Raiders as the 
Middletown squad cruised to an exciting 10-5 victory over the visiting Shamrocks.  
In an earlier matchup at Trinity the Shamrocks defeated the Raiders 14-4, but, this 
time, the home team came out on top in a rewarding triumph.  The win pushed the 
team up to an overall 12-5 record.  

  After the visitors took an early 2-0 lead in the opening frame the Raiders scored a 
single run in the home half of the inning and then went ahead with a pair of runs in 
the bottom of the third.  A 4-run burst in the home half of the fourth pushed the 
Raiders up to a 7-2 lead. The Shamrocks scored twice in the top of the fifth but the 
Middletown offense responded with 3 runs in the bottom to stay comfortably out in 
front.  

  Trinity tried to rally but was held to just a single run in the top of the seventh and 
the home team wrapped up the 10-5 victory.  Winning pitcher Christine Miller 
went the distance, scattering 8 hits and striking out 11 Shamrock batters in the win. 
On the offensive side, Chloe Kahler had the hot bat, going 4-for-4 at the plate with 
4 runs batted in. Luvi Balliet, Dalayni Landis, Carly Dupes and Cam Martinez 
each had two hits in the game.  Allie Cleland, Cadence Lines and Sara Dintiman 
added hits as well.  Dupes and Kahler both punched out triples and Balliet added a 
double for extra base hits.    

BASEBALL 

  The week started off on the right foot for the Blue Raiders in a rout over visiting 
Steelton-Highspire on Monday.  But the team ran into some difficulties mid-week 
in a pair of Capital Division losses to Trinity and Camp Hill.  Fortunately, the 



Raiders bounced back with a victory at Kennard-Dale on Friday.  The win lifted 
the team to an overall 12-8 record as the playoffs loom.   

 

Middletown 19, Steelton-Highspire 0 

  On Senior Day at Middletown the Blue Raiders routed the Rollers in a game that 
lasted just 2 ½ innings.  Honored prior to the start of the game were seniors Jonah 
Troup, Ben Staker, Ryan Souders, Tate Leach, Matt Wagner, A. J. Stains and 
Caden Paul, most of whom have been mainstays of the program for four years.   

  Following the pre-game ceremonies, the seniors and their teammates wasted little 
time getting the rout underway. After the Rollers went down in order in the top of 
the first inning, controlled by Wagner’s pitching, the Raiders erupted for 10 runs in 
the home half of the segment.  Wagner pitched three innings and gave up just one 
hit while striking out 4 for the win.   

  Another quick at-bat for the visitors put the Middletown offense back in action in 
the bottom of the second.  A 9-run outing put the game well out of reach early and 
the Rollers had nothing to give in the top of the third.  At that point the game was 
called due to the 15-run rule.  At the plate Souders had 2 hits, 2 walks and 2 RBIs, 
Tyson Leach and Max Dupes each had 3 runs batted in and Troup drew 4 walks to 
lead the way.   

Trinity 8, Middletown 2 

  The Shamrocks avenged an earlier 7-0 loss to the Blue Raiders with their 8-2 win 
on Wednesday.  Trinity has been trying to catch division leaders East Pennsboro 
and Camp Hill and needed the win to stay in the hunt.  The Raiders got off to a 
good start, scoring a pair of runs in the top of the second inning to take a 2-0 lead. 
But the home team responded with tying runs in the bottom of the third and held 
the Raiders scoreless the rest of the way.   

  Trinity plated 6 runs in the fourth inning to forge ahead 8-2 and that score held up 
until the end.  The Raiders scored their two runs and were held to just 4 hits in the 
loss.  Trinity used the most of 6 hits and a couple Middletown errors to secure the 
victory.  Dupes was saddled with the pitching loss.    

 

 



Camp Hill 13, Middletown 0 

  The fortunes of the Blue Raiders took another hit on Thursday at Camp Hill as the 
host Lions ran away with a 13-0, five-inning win.  Not only was the hitting big, but 
starting pitcher Luke Parise held the Blue Raiders hitless before Ryan Thear finally 
singled in the top of the fifth inning to break up the no-hitter.  The team had just 4 
other base runners on 3 walks and an error and could produce no runs in the 
setback. Camp Hill scored 3 runs in the bottom of the first inning, 6 in the bottom 
of the second and 4 more in the home half of the third, all adding up to the 13 total 
runs scored.   

Middletown 5, Kennard-Dale 1 

  The long road trip to Fawn Grove in southern York County on Friday turned out 
to be a successful venture for the Blue Raiders who needed a win to get back on 
track.  The 5-1 victory over the host Kennard-Dale Rams provided the lift they 
coveted.   

  Getting a really good outing from junior pitcher Nick Crognale and timely hitting 
on the offensive side the Raiders earned their 12th victory of the Spring in their 
regular-season finale.  Crognale went 5.1 innings with 8 strikeouts and left the 
mound with a 5-1 lead.  Tyson Leach relieved with one out in the sixth and 
induced a double play grounder to erase a scoring threat by the Rams.   

  The Blue Raiders got off to a good start by scoring 2 runs in the top of the first 
inning.  Leach led off with a single, Troup was safe on an error and one run came 
home on a fielder’s choice ground ball by Souders.  A Ram error allowed the 
second run to score.  Crognale had a 1-2-3 inning in the bottom and the Raiders 
collected 3 more runs in the top of the second.  

  With Stains and Braelan Huber on base via an error and a walk, Troup’s one-out 
fly ball to left was misplayed, allowing Stains to score.  Another error off a hit by 
Dupes pushed in the other two runs.  Surprisingly enough, the Raiders would score 
no more as Kennard-Dale’s relief pitcher kept the Middletown side in check the 
rest of the way. The Rams scored their lone run in the bottom of the third.  

  In the top of the fourth Dylan Maxwell singled, but was left stranded.  And in the 
top of the fifth Huber’s double went unrewarded as well.  Same in the sixth when 
the Raiders left the bases loaded.  The Rams put two runners on base in the bottom 
of the sixth stanza with one out, but Leach came on in relief and induced the key 
double play ball to end the threat.  In the bottom of the seventh the Rams 



threatened again, taking advantage of an error and walk to put two runners in 
scoring position.  But a pair of fly outs around a strikeout for Leach ended the rally 
and locked up the Middletown victory.   


